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William T. Harris

President & CEO, Space Center Houston
Manned Space Flight Education Foundation

William T. Harris oversees the strategic direction of the space exploration
learning destination, Space Center Houston. With approximately 450
employees and contractors, Space Center Houston is the No. 1 international
attraction in the greater Houston area, generating a $118.7 million annual
economic impact. The center is a nonprofit, Smithsonian Affiliate, the
Official Visitor Center of NASA Johnson Space Center, and was named
“Best Museum in Texas” by USA Today.

Joining the foundation and center in April 2016, Harris has more than 37
years in nonprofit leadership including senior positions at museums and
universities, where he led numerous multimillion-dollar fundraising
campaigns, principal and major gifts, marketing, communications,
government relations and strategy development. In March 2023, Harris was
appointed by President Biden to the National Museum and Library Sciences
Board where he will advance, empower and shape policy for America’s
museums, libraries and related organizations.

He serves as the chair of the board of directors and executive committee of
the Association of Science and Technology Centers (ASTC). He is also a
member of the board of directors and chair of the grants committee for the
QueensCare Charitable Foundation, is a member of the board of directors
for the Greater Houston Partnership and serves as board vice president of
the Association of Science Museum Directors (ASMD).

Space Center Houston’s shared purpose is to bring people and space closer together. Over 1.1 million visitors and more than
250,000 students and educators visit each year to connect with the significance of space exploration to pursue a path in
STEM or follow along as incredible feats of human spaceflight continue to make new discoveries. Space Center Houston is
owned by the Manned Space Flight Education 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and generates an annual $118M economic
impact to the Greater Houston area. Space Center Houston is a Smithsonian Affiliate, the Official Visitor Center of NASA
Johnson Space Center and a Certified Autism Center. Learn more at spacecenter.org,.



